[Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia with recurrent pneumothorax and pleuritis].
A report on three HIV-positive patients with recurrent pneumothorax in pneumocystis carinii pneumonia on whom partial parietal pleurectomy and in two cases also a wedge-shaped pulmonary resection were performed. Histology revealed granulomatous necrotising pneumonia involving the visceral pleura, and a partly honeycomb-shaped metaplasia of the pulmonary tissue. A fibrinous and partly granulomatous necrotising pneumocystis carinii pleuritis of both pleural membranes was seen, being the morphological correlate of an in all cases prolonged exudation to the pleural cavity. Conservative treatment remained unsuccessful due to the marked lung and pleura involvement in the inflammatory process, necessitating surgical revision.